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Five years have gone by in a flash for Tom. Not only 
has he graduated year 12, he has also completed his 
Certificate III in Electrotechnology and now at 22 years 
of age, he is an Electrical Foreman. For Tom, this is 
an amazing accomplishment for someone who did 
not want to sit in an office or study for four years, he 
wanted to get straight in, start working and earning his 
keep from the moment he left school. 

Tom started his career journey by working for a 
carpenter during the school holidays. He always knew 
that Electrics interested him. That spark ignited when 
he did some work with an Electrician while still at 
school. 

 “Try to get some work experience through school with a 
couple of different companies. It is a good way to get a 
feel for who you are working with and for. Also, work hard 
at school, study hard, it will pay off” says Tom.  

Currently, his job involves organizing his team on site, 
making sure materials and equipment are ready each 
day. 

Tom Read
Electrician

According to Tom, it’s not just about one’s professional 
competencies. “For everything to run easily you 
must have great communication skills. It is a team 
environment, and you must be able to communicate with 
everyone about safety and work with the other trades on 
site to make sure everything runs smoothly. Through the 
training you learn a lot about the stuff you do not see, like 
what makes the job so dangerous and therefore makes it 
important to do the correct job and not stuff up”. 

Looking ahead, Tom hopes to either work as an 
Electrician in the mines or work on the wind turbines. 
He loves being an Electrician as the job is always 
evolving.. ”This industry is evolving and staying 
relevant is what keeps me going,” added Tom.  
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